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whatever description belonging to the several Colonies at
the establishment of the Union, shall vest in the Governor-
General in Council subject to any debt or liability speci-
fically charged thereon.
123.  All rights in and to mines and minerals, and all
rights in connection with the searching for, working for, or minerals'
disposing of, minerals or precious stones, which at the
establishment of the Union are vested in the Government
of any of the Colonies, shall on such establishment vest in
the Governor-General in Council
124. The Union shall assume all debts and liabilities
the Colonies existing at its establishment, subject, notwith-
standing any other provision contained in this Act, to the
conditions imposed by any law tinder which such debts or
liabilities were raised or incurred, and without prejudice to
any rights of security or priority in respect of the payment
of principal, interest, sinking fund, and other charges
conferred on the creditors of any of the Colonies, and may,
subject to such conditions and rights, convert, renew, or
consolidate such debts.
125.  All ports, harbours, and railways belonging to the Forts,
several Colonies at the establishment of the Union shall J^ n^i.
from the date thereof vest in the Governor-General inways"
Council   No railway for the conveyance of public traffic,
and no port, harbour, or similar work, shall be constructed
without the sanction of Parliament.
126.  Subject to the authority of the Governor-General Constitn-
in Council, the control and management of the railways, Harbour
ports, and harbours of the Union shall be exercised through      3M"
a board consisting of not more than three commissioners,
who shall be appointed by the Governor General in Council,
and a minister of State, who shall be chairman. Eaeh
commissioner shall hold office for a period of five yeazs,
but may be re-appointed. He shall not fee removed before
the expiration of his period of appointment, except by the
Governor-General in Council for cause assigned, which
S3